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attending CHEMUN last year which was offline, it seemed really interesting that they all were wearing

formal clothes and they got to represent a country. And the debate wasn’t as aggressive as I thought it

would be. So MUN was pretty different from what I expected and I thought it was interesting, so I

decided to join MUN this year.

Ava: The reason I decided to join MUN this year was that it was always something that I wanted to do

since I was in sixth grade and I thought there was no better year than this year because sports seasons

are on hold.  So I just did it.

Q: Why did you decide to join MUN this year?

Daeun: I wasn’t interested in MUN last year because I wasn’t

particularly interested in debating, but when I saw my friends 
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Q: What fears or concerns did you have about CHEMUN before it started? How did you overcome it?

Daeun: My biggest fear of CHEMUN was an actual debate and making speeches during the conference.

Even though I had a lot of practice debates at our school, I was still confused with the whole CHEMUN

procedure as we haven’t gone through a complete simulation of CHEMUN. Also, I was really afraid that

I would not understand the procedure or use personal pronouns or incorrect words. So I was afraid of

making mistakes, but I was able to overcome this problem because while I attended CHEMUN and

started the debate, I understood what I was doing. I was able to follow the procedures and rules by

actually debating and participating in CHEMUN.

Ava: I think when you are a person from the outside it can seem very confusing at first since there are a

lot of words that you don't use in everyday language. So, just going into CHEMUN, I was scared that

people were going to approach me and start talking to me, and it would be like talking to a wall because

there were so many words that I just couldn't comprehend. I overcame it because I had a lot of help

from my peers, and I was able to figure things out.

Q: What were the challenges you faced during lobbying when you had to come up with one resolution

with people in other schools?

Daeun: I didn’t face that many challenges during lobbying because everyone in my group participated

and shared their ideas a lot. Some people told me that sometimes during lobbying sessions, you might

have to be working alone. However, other delegates were supportive and I got to know a little bit about

them, so the lobbying session wasn’t bad. But if I had to say about a challenge, I would say combining

our resolutions especially doing them online because it was hard to make our resolution not redundant.

Ava: Luckily for me, I had a very close ally. My country was allied with someone very experienced

which made it a little bit easier. But the biggest challenge that I faced was dealing with country policy

and partnering up with nations who have different policies, and merging our resolutions so that we

could kind of team-up against nations who we felt didn't share our values.

Q: What has been the most interesting part about CHEMUN?

Daeun: I think the most interesting thing that happened to me during the CHEMUN until now was

hearing about what others say about my amendment. This is because one delegate made a very clear

speech against my amendment, but right after that, another delegate advocated my amendment, so it

was really interesting to hear about others’ ideas on my work.
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Ava: I think the most interesting thing that has happened was being able to connect with people who I

never thought I would be able to connect with, especially regarding nationality, and just life experience

I never thought that I would be able to meet such a diverse group, you know, well I honestly I have

never seen people but just put all come together under one common goal.

Q: What advice would you give to people who are thinking about joining MUN?

Daeun: Have confidence and try to speak as much as you can because if you expect MUN as any other

ordinary club, you might be a little scared. Because MUN requires a lot of talking and spontaneous

speeches, new MUN-ers should be prepared to be confident, and don’t worry about having different

thoughts.

Ava: Just go for it, don't hesitate. You will not regret it. I have already had so many great experiences,

and I am so excited for the rest of the conference.

Q: What outcomes are you looking forward to in your first conference?

Daeun: Being more familiar with CHEMUN and MUN procedure because since it’s my first time doing

MUN, without going through a whole CHEMUN procedure I wouldn’t be able to understand what MUN

is. So, by the end of the conference, I hope I would be able to familiarise myself with CHEMUN

procedure so that in the later conferences I would be a better delegate.

Ava: The rest of the conference and the clauses, I want to see what my peers think of it. I want to see if

the gift packs pass. I find that so exciting. I'm so I'm looking forward to that. And especially topics that

my country is more involved in.

- Samira Mani & Seojin Kim, Press Team

CHAIR IN GA4, SPECPOL I

Abhim Mall

Q: Can you tell me about your journey through MUN?

This my second year of MUN. When I first joined MUN last year, I lacked the

determination and confidence to speak in front of fellow delegates, in fact, I

usually hid behind the students in front of me so that I wouldn’t get called on by

the chairs. The turning point in my journey started when a chair called me to the

podium for the first time after recognising my attempt to hide from them. 
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The indescribable feeling of being scared, nervous, intimidated, and unaware of the expectations made

me regret joining MUN at first, but then I later noticed that I kept coming back to that podium and

trying over and over again despite how bad I was at the time. This not only helped me overcome my

fear of public speaking, but it also helped me take risks in debating that wouldn’t have been possible

without the support of my chairs and fellow delegates that helped me grow. Hence, allowing me to

participate in several conferences where I performed to the best of my ability and happened to receive a

couple of achievements, but now as this year of MUN has begun, and now that I am a chair, I hope to

continue to push myself to be the best me that I can possibly be.

Q: How has COVID influenced your mental health and your ability to be a successful chair?

With COVID-19 leaving a global influence on societies, I’ve personally been affected in both good and

bad ways. In terms of my mental health, the lockdown has not only affected my stress in school, but it

has also made me more responsible. This influences my ability to be a successful chair by improving my

knowledge of my topic while being proficient in getting work done for school.

Q: Would you say that you prefer CHEMUN in person or virtually and why?

I definitely prefer CHEMUN in person for being a chair and delegate because it makes it way less

complicated and it makes me more competitive in terms of debating. Virtual CHEMUN as a chair

requires you to use multiple resources that make it hectic and overwhelming for chairs, but as a

delegate, I think it should be a relatively similar experience for most delegates.

Q: Why do you prefer chairing for SPECPOL I compared to the other committees?

I would say that I prefer this committee over the others because of my familiarity with its topics in

comparison to the other committees.

Q: What are some activities you participated in throughout COVID and CHEMUN to aid your well-being

and mental health?

During school hours we perform mental health activities such as reading, wellbeing, fitness, and more.

These activities soothed my mind and lowered my stress of upcoming summatives. Moreover, after

school hours I would go on my roof and practice basketball since I have always found it to be a coping

mechanism for my stress as well.

Q: What is one piece of advice you would give to a delegate aspiring to be a chair?

Feel confident in your skills and never be afraid to take a risk.

- Anya Mall, Press Team
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MAIN CHAIR IN GA4, Singapore American School

Prannoy Thakore

Q: What were some challenges you faced while having a conference

virtually?

Honestly, it was more about getting people to talk. And at the same

time, because we have a lot of delegates that are from a lot of

different areas, making sure that they could actually participate in

the conference because they will just have the debate for it. Also, 

Q: How does CHEMUN  differ from other MUN conferences?

Well first off, it's online. WCMUN, here in Singapore, they just cancelled as soon as the pandemic hit.

But CHEMUN actually went to the online version. So in that sense it is different. The other thing  is that

because I have a long history with this conference, I used to be part of the AISC for seven years, so like

every year, I'd probably do CHEMUN. In that sense CHEMUN holds  a special place for me because it's

the conference where I've done a lot of stupid stuff and a lot of smart stuff. And I haven't done the same

in other conferences.

Q: What skills have you gained by participating in MUN?

Honestly, I've gained some skills and logic and just debate in general because there is a lot of intricacy

when it comes to debate that isn't teachable, you just need to learn over time. I'd also say about writing.

When I first joined MUN in middle school, my writing was really bad.  Ms. Mac taught me how to write

position papers, and only through that I actually learned how to write better, and more formally.

Otherwise,  I would have just written random sentences for it.

Q: So how did Ms. Mac teach you? By giving you templates?

I would write by the template and then she would read it and tell me its trash. Then she would tell me

what was bad and I would change it and go back and forth. Yeah, so at one point  I would write a

position paper and she would say 'Yeah, that's cool'.

Q: What was one thing that you enjoyed or something interesting happened during CHEMUN? It could

be specifically about your committee.

Personally having to move my entire time schedule two and a half hours over because I'm in Singapore.

For example, lunch for me is at 3pm. Other than that, it’s been enjoyable.
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I'd say the one thing I've enjoyed about this year's CHEMUN is the fact that I can chair this conference

because in SAS, I wouldn't have been able to. The other thing is the delegates leaving the air meet when

we called on them. It happens a lot of the time and people get frustrated with it. A lot of chairs will ask

to move, being frustrated by the delegates leaving. But my committee started laughing at it. We'll call

someone and they'll just leave midway through and we're like, oh, HAHA. So that was probably the

funniest part of this year's conference. It has got to be like just the chairs because all of us, chairs, are

talking a lot more because of delegates just not.

- Seojin Kim, Press Team

HEAD CHAIR IN ECOSOC, Taipei American School

Kristin Chang

Q: How many years have you been doing MUN, and what are some

things that you think changed in MUN after going online?

I have been doing MUN for five years now. it's actually a pretty big

change in terms of how, because obviously online conferences we don't

get the face to face interaction. However, I do think online, everyone has

worked very constructively and very well because delegates are still able

to interact with one another, through video calls and everything seems to

run smoothly, and we can still have these conferences happening. We

still have the same quality of resolutions being produced. And I think it's

great that even despite the pandemic, we can still work.

Q: Did you feel more comfortable than nervous online or on campus?

I feel like either way of being a chair, you get a little nervous because you don't want people to think

you're mediating debate and you're moderating everything. But I do think online, there's the aspect of

not getting to like face to interact with your delegates face to face. So it is a little bit nerve-wracking

because you don't get to know them on a more personal level. But I do think after a few days, you still

do get to know your delegates well and feel more comfortable debating

Q: How much time was put in to prepare for CHEMUN

So we started a few months back, and I started researching my topics a few months back. And we

produced research reports and I also communicated with my peers to ensure that everything was

flowing well and that we all were on top of each other in terms of topic research and making sure that

we all have quality research documents for the delegates to use.

- Veke Sankar, Press Team
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CHAIR IN ECOSOC, Taipei American School

Abigail Cho

Q: How many years have you been doing MUN, and what are some

things that you think changed in MUN after going online?

I've been doing MUN for 3 years. Some things that changed are

definitely the procedures and learning new technology to make up for

not being able to see delegates face to face, or other chairs. Some things

we’ve all learned is being patient with each other because it’s pretty

hard to go through an online MUN.

Q: Did you feel more comfortable than nervous online or on campus?

Q: What was the funniest moment in CHEMUN that happened this year?

I guess not the funniest but the most interesting was when we had a lot of interesting debates that may

or may not be the most diplomatic within our committee. It was definitely memorable.

Q: How much time was put in to prepare for CHEMUN

At our school, for our CHEMUN team, we started practicing a month or two before the actual

conference. We practiced two times a week so we put an adequate amount of time into preparation.

- Jueun Cho, Press Team

I’m definitely more nervous online because of the leeway of messing up or having some issues whether

it’s with your technology or communication-wise, it’s definitely much greater. Also, I’m always scared

of not being able to catch up with the tech, because it would be a burden for my other chairs. I would

say online makes me feel more nervous.
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So I was in a club called “Prep International” in my freshman year. We have five years of high school.

You can do things like learning and improve your English. There was this club, which was promoting

some other clubs which you can join online. There were fancy clubs in my school, and more than 100. 

 it's really important to get to know most of them so that you know you are making the best decisions. I

thought about joining MUN because I was always interested in international relations and politics, but

then when I got to visit Russia and was involved in an actual MUN conference there, I decided to join

the real MUN conference. I started getting more and more interested so I decided to do it.

- Samira Mani, Press Team

Q: How does this conference differ from other conferences that you've attended in different regions?

The main difference of course is that it is virtual, the committee sizes I would say are small, but I've

been to conferences in which common sizes are small as well so that's not a problem for me. Another

difference is that in other conferences, nations always present 15 delegates within the committee - for

example in ours. Not all were actually present, for example, we didn't actually have a delegate for

France or Russia, but I'm not going to comment on that because if we did that, there would be an even

broader range of delegations in terms of their ideologies and the policy they represent. Having the crisis

session, it’s good online because many conferences won't even manage to do it physically.

Q: What skills have you gained participating in MUN?

I am someone that is very into international relations and politics. I’m also thinking about doing a

double major with international issues and science, or something similar. You learn to look at the world

from a different perspective, for example, if I'm going to do something in international relations in the

future, it’s useful to know what the other side is doing and how they're perceiving the topic or idea. In

addition to that, it did improve my public speaking skills, in normal debates and other forms of speech,

so that I know how to manipulate or change a topic.

Q: Why did you first decide to join MUN?

Q: What skills have you gained participating in MUN?

What I always do before the conferences is make sure that I have at least

12 clauses and 10 clauses, and this is a very huge lesson from our school,

so I didn't prepare a resolution like that. I researched the topics. It was all

the same.

DELEGATE IN GA6, American Robert College of Istanbul

Aras Karlidag
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HEAD OF PRESS

Anya Kumar

Q: How does this year's Press team preparation differ from last year?

This year definitely involved a lot more digital preparation as compared to

last year. Also, since the press team was undecided for until a very short time

between the actual CHEMUN event, it was difficult to know how much work

we'd have and how many people we'd need. So I think preparing was not as

easy because we didn't know what to expect. It was definitely less certain

than last year

Q: How did work in Press change after not being able to go on campus?

Well, our entire photography section was eliminated, which is very unfortunate, but at least we had a

lot of great writers on board who have been very active and responsible. I would say the work has been

primarily writing, research, and organisation. It’s a different type of skillset we're learning in Press

compared to last year, but it's still just as intense and interesting.

Q: How would you describe the “stress” of working Press virtually?

If I'm being honest, it's not as stressful as it was last year. This year, we have an actual template and

general organisation to how our CHEMUN chatter looks. But last year, we had absolutely no format,

and I had to do everything from scratch. Communicating was also very difficult last year because we'd

have photographers running around campus and people checking into committees, so not everyone

would be on their phones all the time. Here, it's a lot easier to communicate through Google Hangouts. I

would say the stress is still pretty high, but definitely less than last year.

Q: In what ways do you relieve your stress?

I normally exercise to relieve my stress. I also do some art or reading. I enjoy a lot of random activities,

so really, playing music, doing art, exercising, reading, and obviously sleeping - those are the things I do

to help with my stress.

- Veke Sankar & Jueun Cho, Press Team
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